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CEA Law Unto Tiself

Somehmcs it takes years for! Somewhere within the bowels!.

‘the news to make page one.

of CIA headquarters, plans for

:In November of 1963, any well-'the assassination of Chaing Kai-
‘informed  Washington corre- shek were made. A team was
spondent knew that the Central assigned to do the job and!
Hntelligence A"en"y bad been $5 million was allocated — the
deeply involved in the over- money to be spent in sefting
throw of Ngo Dinh Diem, presi- up the operation in Tapei, brib-

dent of - South Vletnam And
at the cocktail hour, in the

.capital’'s most ﬁequeut water-;

grf such olficials as could bé
wibed, creating a cover, ete.

‘I was never able to detﬂmme -
-hng hole, the suspicion was fre- what non-CIA  officials — if

:quently voiced that the CIA any — were informed.

’shared complicily in  Mr.
iDiem’s assassination. Today, 2l-

But because CIA seccurity at
the time was about as water-

"most 73 years laler, Ameri- tight as a colander, the Re-

cans can read the story over
their morning coffee.

There are other CIA stories
of some concern to the

not touch on the Vxemam war,
they ‘will not be found in the!
baich of classified papers now!
being pawed over by the na-i

tlons press. One such story is’
.50 incredible that I have not:
pubhshed it even though I:
ichecked it out just as hz“h as

* lyou can go in this "overnment

without talkmv to the Presi-
dent. In the general letting-
down of hair that has followed |

publication by the New Ymk:

Times of the Vietnam papers,
there may bec some value in
reciting my story — if only
to use it as a peg on which
to hang some questions about
CIA operations.

- Back.in the early Fifties, the
Central Intelligence Agency de-
cided that it would be a better
world if President Chiang Kai-
shek, then digging in on Tai-
wan, would shuffle off. his
mortal coil. With the Gen-
eralissimo gone, all those
pesky questions of Red Chinese
admission to the United Nations
would become moot. The Na-
tionalist regime would collapse,

and Mao Tse-tung could move,

into the wvacuum. From the
wish that President Chiang
should depart this life to a
decision that he be speeded

'step

citizenry, but since they do

.public _of China’s Inle1h° nce

[plc}ed up details of the plof
leven before the CIA tcam had
junpacked its bags in Tapei.
{President Chiang was informed.
tAccording to my accouni, how-
iever, the Generalissimo 1e[u;r’d
.to give the order to “take care”
tof the team. “Lel’s get their
*85 miition first,” he is reporicd
to have said. The CIA team,
thercfore, was led down a cloak-
iand- dagsel garden path, never
igetling within range of Presi-
l dent Chiang.

| By the time the money was
spent, the Cenfral Intelllp~nce
Agency had changed its mind -~

or had it changed by more re-.

sponsible people in the United
States government. The team
was recalled.

Whegy I checked out the
story, the very important of-’
ficial who confirmed it said,
“Sure it’s true. CIA had a

‘similar plan to knock off.
Syngman Rhee (then President
‘of Korea) but we stopped it.”
In the context of the conversa- -

tion, the “we’ referred to the

National Security Council.
That the two operations were

scrubbed of course made a con-

to mention the course of his-
tory. But scrubbed or complet-
ed, the principle remains the
same, The Central Intelligence

merican governmen

siderable difference to Presi-
dents' Chiang and Rhee — not’

fen on itsclf life and death de--
‘leisions  which involved the
: lintegrity of this nation and

which could have genecrated

-+ |resulls touching on war or peace
{in the world.

CIA, mworeover, had embark-

ed on aclions whxch went far

beyond the alltoo-liberal li-
cense il had been given by the
Congress in authorizing the
‘agency. And - that has been
CIA's way in less grisly areas

«of ils endeavor. It compromsgd
the frecdom of the press in

the Fiftics by hiring ncwspaper-
men as “consuliants,” thereby
sealing lips and silencing crit-
icism. Whether or not this prac-
tice. has continued is anybody’s
guess. Do }
The CIA’s original function:

was ‘to gathm Intelligence, ngg
to interfere in world polities. £
There mighl have becn some-‘
justification for its activities asy

onc of many partlcnnnts mx
Guatemala and in Cuba where

it was involved only with the
sanction of higher authority.
But in the ms'.ant cases. CIA
was a law unto itsell. A
thoughtful person might ask:
Is_it_ F191) b
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